
Dear Parents and Carers, 

The cold weather has arrived and it is important that students are dressed appropriately for 

the day. Whilst mornings are quite chilly, it can also become fairly warm when working in the 

classrooms. Wearing layers of clothing helps students regulate their body temperature 

throughout the day. Our wonderful parent helpers have been sifting through the enormous 

mountain of lost property containing many misplaced and unnamed jumpers. Please take 

some time to check that your child’s items of clothing are clearly labelled with their name.  

The start of winter also signals the ‘hats off’ period for the months of June and July. This is 

because the UV levels drop to under 3 during this time of year so children need some sun 

exposure to get vitamin D. SunSmart hats will be required to be worn again at the beginning of 

August. 

There have been some recent news reports regarding incidents where children have been 

approached or followed by an unknown person. To support our students, Catherine Tye (a 

parent and police officer) will be speaking with our K-2 students on Friday, reminding them 

about ‘stranger danger’ and road safety when walking/riding to and from school. We will 

record this talk so that students in years 3-6 will also have the opportunity to view it in their 

classes. I encourage you to continue this conversation at home as a family. 

Some parents and carers of junior students may have noticed more of a movement focus at 

morning lines and in the junior classrooms. Recently, kindergarten and year 1 teachers 

completed professional learning around brain development and the effects a sensory-motor-

perceptual movement program can have on literacy and numeracy development, as well as 

improved emotional health. The ‘Unlocking Potential’ program is backed by research and 

promotes positive neurological development through movement and the integration of 

sensory information. This is done by creating new neural pathways and increasing the 

communication and synchrony between the two hemispheres of the brain.  On Tuesday 26 

June (week 9), we will be hosting an information session at 5.30pm to further explain the 

program. We look forward to seeing many parents and carers attend that evening. In the 

meantime, we need newspapers that can be rolled up lengthways to make tube batons for a 

couple of the activities. If you have any old newspapers or would like to make some tube 

batons to donate, they can be left with your child’s class teacher or at my office door near the 

canteen area.  

Finally, congratulations to those students who represented our school at the Da Vinci 

tournament last week and attended Parliament of Youth on Monday. You can read more about 

how these groups went later in the newsletter. 

Kate North 
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Diary Dates 

11 June – Public 
Holiday 
 

13 June – Year 2 
Culminating Event 
8.30-9.30am 
 

13 June – ACT Cross 
Country 
 

13 June – ICAS Spelling 
 

14 June – Christian 
Education 
 

14 June – P&C  7pm 
 

14 June – ICAS Writing 
 

16 June – Working Bee 
Jnr & Snr Playground 
1.30-4pm 
 

 
Principal 
Merryn O’Dea 
 
Deputy Principal 
Maryanne Hayes 
 
Contact Ph.: 6205 5622 
 
Board Chair:  
Myles Cronin 
Ph: 0423 029 290 
 

P&C President: 
Joanna McKenzie-Kay 
joanna_mckenziekay
@hotmail.com  
 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE 
Juniors: 0476 846 570 
Seniors: 0472 820 865 
Bookings: 
6282 2644 
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Notes sent Home 
 

Date Note  Return By 
16 May 2018 Student Information Check Sheet ASAP 

   
 

 

Working Bee 

Junior and Senior playgrounds 

Saturday 16th June 

1.30 - 4pm 

 

 

 

Year 2 Culminating Event 
 

Year 2 is holding their culminating event Wednesday 13th June from 8.30-9.30am. 

Parents and carers are welcome to come and share in our learning of Our Systems. 

 

2019 Enrolments for ACT Government Schools 

 Enrolments for the 2019 school year opened through the online enrolment system on Monday 30 April.  
 

 The Education website has been updated with enrolment details for the 2019 school year, and this information 
can be viewed through the link below: 
https://www.education.act.gov.au/school_education/enrolling_in_an_act_public_school 
 

 In addition, a new PEA reference guide, using the ACT Government’s ACTmapi web site, is also available 
through the link below to schools and to families to allow them to find their local school and to define their 
priority enrolment area. http://app.actmapi.act.gov.au/actmapi2/index.html?viewer=Education 

 

 

BIKE RIDING 

Please be considerate on the shared paths when riding bikes to and from school.  

Be aware of people walking on footpaths, they may not always be able to move quickly off 

the path. 

 

  

https://www.education.act.gov.au/school_education/enrolling_in_an_act_public_school
http://app.actmapi.act.gov.au/actmapi2/index.html?viewer=Education


 

2018 Rotary Emergency Service Community Awards 

Congratulations to our BSO, Mark Sedgman, who was awarded Officer of the Year for the 2018 Rotary 

Emergency Service Community Awards. Mark was nominated for his work with the ACT Rural Fire Service. 

These awards celebrate the outstanding commitment, sacrifice and spirit of service.  

Your dedication to protecting the community is greatly appreciated. 

 

 

ACT Junior Chess League Information 

Chess at Curtin Primary School 

Andrew Brown (current ACT Champion) is an experienced chess coach, and has WWVP 

certification will be running chess club on Thursdays from 12:30-1:30pm. 

Please email Deborah.Fitzgerald@ed.act.edu.au if your child is interested in joining the Curtin 

Chess Club. 

 

Invitation 2018 ACT Primary Schools Chess - Woden/Weston Zone 

Just a reminder for any chess players who would like to enter this tournament. 

The ACT Junior Chess League (ACTJCL) is running the 2018 ACT Primary Schools Chess Teams - Woden/Weston Zone 

on Thursday 14th June 2018 (9am to 3pm) at Hughes Primary, Groom St, Hughes ACT 

If interested: please email Deborah.fitzgerald@ed.act.edu.au 

N.B It is the same day as the ICAS Writing. 

The cost of entry is $10 per student.  
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What is one action we can take to make Canberra more sustainable? 

On Monday, three Curtin Primary School year 6 teams presented their solutions to this question in front of 

an audience of peers from schools across Canberra. The annual one day SEE-Change Parliament of Youth 

on Sustainability was held at the Australian National University. Following the initial small group voting, 

one student minister from each winning team presented their team’s proposal to the Parliament of 

Youth’s K-year 12 students and the Sustainability Stakeholder panel: Shane Rattenbury MLA, Elizabeth Lee 

MLA, Associate Professor Lorrae van Kerkhoff (ANU Fenner School of Environment and Society), Kirilly 

Dickson (Office for the Commissioner for Sustainability and the Environment) and Crystal Holt (Australian 

Youth Climate Coalition). Following the presentations, the student parliamentarians voted for the 

proposals to be presented to the Standing Committee on Environment, Transport and City Services at the 

ACT Legislative Assembly next Wednesday 13 June. 

The three Curtin Primary proposals were from: the EcoWorms -establishing worm farms within community 

gardens near shopping centres; the Green Machine -ELLI –(Energy Efficient Lower monthly bills, Lower 

carbon footprint, Ingenious) indoor thermal imaging sensor lights; Pandamonium – developing a fun app 

(including avatars) for children to promote sustainable and healthy choices at the supermarket.  

Congratulations to the winning Pandamonium team who will be represented by Minister Rhys W at next 

week’s meeting! 

 

 

HALL OF FAME 

Congratulations to Mia D (Yr5) for her selection  

in the ACT Primary School Choir. 

The group was honoured to be invited to perform at the  
30th year Parliament House opening on 9 May.  

They sang in front of the Governor General and it was televised nationally.  
She will also be performing at the  

Winter Winds concert at Llewelyn Hall on June 14. 
 

Well done Mia. 
 

 

  



 

Da Vinci Decathlon 

Congratulations to the 24 students from year 5 and year 6 who participated in the 2018 Da Vinci Decathlon at 

Canberra Grammar School on the 30th May. The Decathlon is a rigorous academic challenge over 10 academic 

disciplines, which included: 

 Mathematics –with an emphasis on problem solving, number patterns and logic puzzles 

 English – spelling, word origins, definitions, textual analysis and writing tasks 

 Science –  higher level scientific concepts and students’ ability to apply them 

 Code Breaking –  deciphering complex several codes 

 Engineering Challenge – a building task designed to test creativity and  ingenuity 

 Ideation- dealing with sustainable problem solving, observations and evidence 

 Creative Producers – a sub-group from the team have ten minutes to prepare and present a 1 minute 
dramatic performance 

 Art and Poetry – writing poetry  and creating a complementary work of art  

 Cartography – deciphering maps and applying the principles of map-making to represent spatial information 
in an imaginative way. 

 General Knowledge – current affairs, entertainment, history, art and sport. 
 

3 Teams from Curtin Primary participated:- 

Year 5 Team: (This team received a bronze medallion for 3rd place overall). They were first in mathematics, first in 

science, first in Cartography, third in English and third in Code Breaking.  

Congratulations to Matilda C; Thea L; Harry M; Byron M; Dominic M, George M, Jeremy B; and Ayrton R. 

Year 5/6 Team: Congratulations to Chloe C; Anna C; Zann W; Rhys W; Madison B;  Josh M; Billy D and Nick D. 

Year 6 Team: (This team received a bronze medallion for 3rd place overall). This team was first in Science, second in 

Creative Producers and third in Ideation. Congratulations to Katy K; Jill E; Amelia B; Joyce I-R; Roisin H; Rowan T; 

Arnav G and Yu-Jing L. 

 

 

P&C NEWS 

Proposed change to the Curtin Primary P&C Constitution 

 Provided to members (the school parent body) with the required 7 day notice period. 

 At the upcoming P&C meeting on Thursday 14th June 2018, the P&C proposes to: 

1.    Remove "Annexe D – Preschool Sub Committee” from the Constitution.  
 

We are proposing to change the current constitution of the Curtin Primary School P&C Association. The 

change will be to remove "Annexe D – Preschool Sub Committee” from the Constitution. This Annexe 

requires the establishment of a preschool subcommittee each year. We have found this difficult to do each 

year and would prefer to have preschool parents involved in the main meeting rather than separate 

meetings. This proposal will be put to the next meeting. This change will only occur if three-quarters of the 

members present and voting at this meeting agree. 

  



 

SPORT NEWS 

amanda.beresford@ed.act.edu.au 

CROSS COUNTRY  

Well done to our Cross Country runners who competed at the South Weston Region 12U carnival 

on Monday at Stromlo Park.  Although the distances are the same as our school carnival, the race is 

run at a much faster pace.  Congratulations to all our runners for finishing the race and representing 

our school so well. 

Special mention to Frank C (Yr 6) and Ben P (Yr 2) who both qualified for the ACT Cross Country 

Carnival.  They will be representing the South Weston Region next Wednesday at Stromlo Park. 

Good luck boys! 

 

HALL OF FAME 

The following children have been selected to represent South Weston in the following sports: 

Rugby League:  Brodie A 

Touch Football:   Frank C, Jim C, Seth D, Zac U, Ewen Mc, Evie Mc  

   Adelaide C, Erin W, Isla D 

AFL:    Keanan P, Seth D, Chase M, Jim C 

Netball:   Adelaide C  

 

SPORTING SCHOOLS 

This term we have had a number of sporting clinics run at school.  These include: 

AFL, Cricket, Basketball and Soccer.  

 

COLES DOCKETS 

Thank you to everyone who returned their Coles shopper dockets.  I returned about 12 

bags of dockets.  I look forward to hearing what our points added up to.   I’m sure we will 

be able to purchase some great sport equipment.  Thanks for your support. 

 

 

 



ATHLETICS RESULTS 

During lunchtimes this term we have been holding our Track and Field finals to select our school team 

to attend the South Weston Regional 12U Carnival in term 3.  We will still have an athletics carnival 

later in the year, but it will be more of a participation based carnival rather than competitive. 

Please see the results below.  The top 2 athletes in each event, have the opportunity to represent 

our school in term 3.  More information regarding this carnival, will come home early term 3.  The 

date of the regional carnival is Thursday 6 September – it will be held at Woden Athletics Park. 

Place ribbons (1st – 4th) will be presented to children in their classes before the end of term. 

 70m 100m  100m 200m 800m 

8yrs Mia S 

Eve L 

 

 

 

James C 

Kiri H 

Hughan HH 

Kai J 

Charlize S 

Tessa W 

Mia S 

Emma M 

 

Kiri H 

Will A 

Hughan HH 

Roley S 

10yrs Isla D 

Phoebe D 

Lulu R 

Lucia Mc 

 

Thomas M 

Darcy M 

Ethan B 

Ellery W 

Isla D 

Phoebe D 

Lucia Mc 

Serena B 

 

Thomas M 

Darcy M 

Flynn Mc 

Ethan B 

Thea L 

 

 

 

 

Thomas M 

Darcy M 

Ethan B 

Luke R 

9yrs Zoe I 

Arianne J 

Violet L 

Izzy K 

 

Max W 

Will S 

Tucker C 

Alistair I-R 

Zoe I 

Arianne J 

Violet L 

Kitty T 

 

Felix P 

Ryan W 

Will S 

Hugh M 

11yrs Erika Y 

Anna C 

Portia L 

Addi I 

 

Zac U 

Nick D 

Hugh Mc 

Tobias L 

Joyce I-R 

Addi I 

Georgia J 

Erika Y 

 

Nick D 

Zac U 

Seth D 

Hugh Mc 

Matilda C 

Lelle H 

Anna C 

Georgia J/Addi I 

 

Josh M 

Hugh Mc 

Tobias L 

Max D 

   12yrs Charlotte Hy 

Stella K 

 

 

Frank C 

Jim C 

Jake M 

Stella K 

Charlotte Hy 

Yujing L 

 

Frank C 

Jim C 

Jake M 

Umar N 

Charlotte Hy 

 

 

 

Jake M 

Rowan T 

Rhys W 

  



 

 

   SHOT PUT LONG JUMP  

   10yrs Isla D 

Thea L 

 

 

 

Darcy M 

Thomas M 

Luke R 

Flynn Mc 

Isla D 

Phoebe D 

Thea L 

Lulu R 

 

Julian T 

Ellery W 

Ethan B 

Thomas M 

 

   11yrs Adelaide C 

Amelia C 

Lelle H 

Eliza C 

 

Hugo Mc 

Tobias L 

Nick D 

Tom D 

Joyce I-R 

Lelle H 

Anna C 

Erika Y 

 

Nick D 

Hugh Mc 

Josh M 

Tobias L 

 

   12yrs Charlotte Hy 

 

 

Jake M 

Frank C 

Zann W 

Jim C 

Charlotte Hy 

Stella K 

 

Jake M 

Rhys W 

Thomas P 

 

 

  



 

 

The Orangutan Project update on Rocky and Rickina  
(adopted by Curtin Primary School in 2014) 

Rocky is living on Setrum Island. His dear friend Rickina recently moved to Setrum Island and they now spend time 
together again. As they grow older they are learning to be more independent, and they are rarely seen clinging onto 
each other as they used to when they were younger, although they still play and explore the forest together. 
Rocky continues to develop his forest skills on Setrum Island. He sometimes comes down to the ground to try and 
find termites, a behaviour which he learnt from the other orangutans. Rocky is a very curious orangutan and 
sometimes tries to give the medical team a check-up, instead of the other way around! Rocky sometimes tries to 
steal the medical equipment and figure out how to use it, using the tools as enrichment or just entertaining himself. 
In exciting news, Rickina has recently moved to Setrum Island so she can develop her forest skills and become used 
to living like a wild orangutan. She is very good at making friends with new orangutans and has a lot of friends there, 
including Rocky who she has been reunited with!Rickina is quite dominant and can become quite protective of her 
friends. Sometimes, if someone comes close to one of her friends, or she thinks they are in danger, Rickina will get a 
bit angry and chase the culprit away. 
Rickina has shown a lot of progress since moving to Setrum Island and is becoming much more independent. She is 
now building nests and searching for natural foods in the forest. Rickina is learning a lot about how to survive in the 
forest. She will continue to build on this knowledge throughout the rehabilitation process until she is ready to be 
released back into the wild. 
 
Deborah Fitzgerald 

 

 

The Orangutan Project 

If you love the movies  and helping orangutans 🙉 then be sure to buy your ticket to see the 
hilarious 'Mama Mia- Here we go Again' movie fundraiser for The Orangutan Project on Friday 
20 July at The Palace Electric Cinema, Nishi Building in Acton, ACT for a 6.30pm start. 

Curtin Primary School sponsors two orangutans, Rocky and Rickina through the Orangutan 
Project.  

Tickets are $27 and all profits will go towards helping The Orangutan Project. 

 

 

 

 

   HOT DOG DAY – Tuesday 19 June 2018 
 Please return the attached order form and correct money  

 to the canteen no later than Friday 15th June. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/theorangutanproject/?hc_ref=ARSsekUJlhVV07iHXPvBsjdiDu1ZVN25PEVT7VYgMSS3fmpNBx4lrnofm2Bn3OsxhEQ&fref=nf


 

 

 

  



 

 

Understanding and Responding to Feelings and Behaviours 

UR FaB 
Program in Schools 

Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services 

 

Hello from the UR FaB Team, 

 

In order for children to learn to manage strong emotions they first need to develop the ability to 

name and understand their emotions.  The ability to identify and understand your own emotions 

and then to use your emotional awareness to guide your problem solving is known as emotional 

intelligence.  The UR FaB program is based on the research that having good emotional 

intelligence is associated with greater life satisfaction, better relationships, and lower rates of 

psychological difficulty. 

   

Emotional intelligence is fostered by emotion coaching (drawn primarily from the work of John 

Gottman); and is a style of parenting which research has shown supports the development of 

children’s emotional intelligence. 

  

Emotion coaching is helping children understand the different emotions they experience, why 

they occur, and how to handle them.  In the simplest terms, you can coach your child about 

emotions by comforting them; listening and understanding their thoughts and feelings, and 

helping them understand themselves.  As you do this, your child will feel loved, supported, 

respected, and valued.  With this emotionally supportive foundation, you will be much more 

successful at setting limits and problem solving.  

 

Here are some questions and statements that will help you get started: 

Are you feeling.......? (Then give 2 choices, sad or mad? Afraid or sad?) 

What is making you.......mad? sad? happy? 

What kind of day are you having? A happy day? A sad day? 

Did somebody hurt your feelings? What happened? 

 

Emotion coaching teaches children that we respect how they feel and while all emotions are 

okay, not all behaviours are okay!  

 

Next time we’ll look at setting limits and teaching children to problem solve. 

 

The UR FaB Team 

 
 

 

For more information on emotion coaching: 

Gottman, J.M., & DeClair,J. (1997). The Heart of Parenting: Raising an Emotionally Intelligent Child. New 

York: Simon and Schuster. 

Tuning in to Kids’ – Authors Sophie Havinghurst & Ann Harley, University of Melbourne 
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