
 

Dear Families, 

Welcome back to term 3. It has been great hearing about the many adventures students had 

during the holiday break as well as the relaxing tales of comfort at home. This term we 

welcome back Nicole Moore who is returning from maternity leave. Nicole will support Clare 

Farr in providing targeted literacy intervention to students across the school.  

A new round of passion projects will begin this week. Thank you to those families who 

promptly returned their child’s selection note. As you can imagine, a lot of effort goes into 

organising these groups and I’m sure you will agree that they are well worth it. The aim of 

these groups is for students to try new things and/or explore areas of personal interest, and 

meet likeminded peers from their own and other year levels. This term some of our groups 

have taken on more of ‘The Arts’ type feel with origami, real school mural, drawing/colouring, 

textile art and musical mayhem on offer. We will also see genius hour run as a pilot project and 

the popular Tournament of Minds for years 5 and 6 students. 

The junior courtyard upgrade is well and truly underway. The improved design features water 

hand pumps, dry creek riverbed, sensory path, raised vegetable garden beds and a large swing 

bed, creating a safe and inclusive space for our students. Students are already excited by the 

noticeable changes they can see occurring and I have even heard comments of envy from the 

senior students. Whilst the courtyards are labelled junior and senior, we look forward to all 

students being able to use these spaces as an extension of the classroom and playground. The 

upgrade is running on schedule and is due to be completed mid-term. Special thanks to 

Colleen for overseeing this project. 

A reminder that dogs are not allowed to be brought onto school grounds, or within ten metres 

of a designated play space, with the exception of assistance/guide dogs. Under the Domestic 

Animals Act 2000, domestic animals may not be taken on to school grounds, or fields or 

playing areas where training or sport is being conducted, without permission of the principal. 

We have many students who are anxious around dogs and it is a safety issue. We ask that if 

you are walking your dog to school at morning drop off or afternoon pickup time, please 

ensure your dog is on a leash and you arrange for your child to meet you outside the school 

grounds. 

Finally, we would like to invite feedback on the agreed practices for class placement that was 

distributed with the newsletter in week 10 last term. A copy is also attached with this week’s 

newsletter. Any feedback or comments can be referred to Merryn O’Dea via phone or email 

curtinps@ed.act.edu.au by Friday 3 August.  

Kind regards, 

Kate North 
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Diary Dates 

 

 
25 July – Australian 
Primary School's 
Maths Olympiad 
 
31 July – ICAS English 
 
31 July – National 
Portrait Gallery and 
The National Gallery - 
1KZ and 1CT 
 
2 August – National 
Portrait Gallery and 
The National Gallery - 
1CD & 1KC 
 
7 August – Year 4 
Green Shed Excursion 
 
10 August – Year 6 
Combined Band 
rehearsal 
 
21 August – Year 5 
Combined Band 
Rehearsal 
 
 
 
Principal 
Merryn O’Dea 
 
Deputy Principal 
Maryanne Hayes 
 
Contact Ph.: 6205 5622 
 
Board Chair:  
Myles Cronin 
Ph: 0423 029 290 
 

P&C President: 
Joanna McKenzie-Kay 
joanna_mckenziekay
@hotmail.com  
 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE 
Juniors: 0476 846 570 
Seniors: 0472 820 865 
Bookings: 
6217 3318 
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Notes sent Home 
 

Date Note  Return By 
16 May 2018 Student Information Check Sheet ASAP 

 Year 1 - National Portrait Gallery & National Gallery of Australia 26 July 

 Year 4 - Camp expression of interest 27 July 

 Year 4 - Green Shed Excursion 3 August 

 

Class Placement – Agreed Practices 

Every year, class placement processes are of high interest to students, families and staff. In past years, the school 

has always endeavoured to accommodate parent requests throughout the class placement process, up to the 

commencement of the school year. Making these accommodations is time consuming and challenging and at times 

has required the school to place students in classes against our professional recommendations. To ensure the class 

placement process is based on the best educational thinking and occurs in the most efficient way, we have 

developed a clear written procedure which is attached to this week’s newsletter. This has been developed by a team 

of staff and approved by the School Board. From this year, this process will guide the class placement process. We 

invite you to become familiar with this procedure before the placement process begins. Please feel welcome to 

contact Merryn to discuss the procedure or ask any questions.  

 

 

Proposed Year 5 Camp 2019 

Dear Parents of Year 4 student 2018, 

Please find attached to the newsletter information regarding a proposed camp for Year 5 2019. The 

deadline for returning expressions of interest is Friday 27th July 2018 (end of Week 1) and a decision on 

the viability of the camp will be made then.  

Please contact Rob Whyte (robert.whyte@ed.act.edu.au) for any questions regarding this camp. 

Many thanks, 
Rob Whyte  
Year 5 Teacher 

 

 

 A HUGE thank you to our parent helpers who assisted with cleaning up the junior courtyard. 

 
Tanya Ralston - Jo McKenzie-Kay - Sarah Horne 

Victoria Mansell - Ken Mansell 
 

Also thanks to Ken for dismantling the metal benches in freezing conditions. 
 

Your help, once again, is always invaluable to our school. 
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2018 Student School Satisfaction Survey – Years 5 & 6 

Information for parents and carers 

I am writing to request the participation of your child/ren in an important survey to be conducted online during class 

time in August. The survey results will contribute to our school improvement processes and will also be used in 

public interest research projects and longitudinal studies aimed at improving the quality of services in the ACT.  

The survey includes general satisfaction items together with the school climate module, which covers relationships 

with other students and teachers, connection to the school, student well-being and engagement in learning. This 

module is part of a longitudinal study being conducted in partnership with researchers at the Australian National 

University. Student identification numbers will be used at the start of the survey to confirm the identity of students 

and to enable survey responses to be linked over time and with administrative and performance data. Linking data 

in this way will help researchers to assess the relationship between improvements in school climate and educational 

outcomes and enable a more informative understanding of patterns over time. No personal information will be 

provided to any school or college.   

The Australian National University and the Education Directorate will handle all personal information in accordance 

with the Territory Privacy Principles set out in the Information Privacy Act 2014. Details about how personal 

information is stored and used are available in our Privacy Policy (available at http://education.act.gov.au).  

The participation of all students in years 5 to 12 will be extremely useful and valuable in finding out what we do well 

and where we can improve. The survey will take about 20 minutes to complete. 

If having read the information above you do not want your child/ren to participate in this voluntary survey please 

contact the front office by the 9 August 2018 so that we can exclude them from the survey.  

Yours sincerely  

Merryn O’Dea 

Principal 
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Attention Year 1 families 

As part of Inquiry unit on Change, we have been looking at timelines and how 

the children changed over time. Could we please have a baby photo of your 

child either hardcopy or electronic (emailed to your child’s classroom teacher is 

fine). Please send us a copy you are happy for us to keep as it will form part of a 

class display.  

We would love to have them all by the end of Week 2.  

Kind regards Year 1 teachers.  
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Do you feel like you’re missing something? 

Well maybe you are if you haven't yet signed up to receive emails from the class parent rep! 

Signing up to class emails means you will receive extra and last minute reminders about class and school events and 

notes, as well as communication from class teachers that you won't get from anywhere else. 

Please email your class rep to join the class email list and start receiving updates! Find your class on the list below. 

By joining the Parent class email list and staying informed on what is happening at school you are helping the 

teachers, kids and parents maintain a strong school community which works well and achieves great things! Thanks! 

For everyone already receiving class emails, you don't have to do anything; you will remain on the list ☺ 

 

 

Blue Emus 

Red Wombats 

Yellow possums 

KLS 

Lesley Whiteside 

Emma Collins 

Rose Mara 

Olivia Lawson 

lesleypiccinato@hotmail.com 

woyapp@hotmail.com 

atmars10@bigpond.com 

o.williams1@gmail.com 

KTM Bruce Driver bld@netspeed.com.au 

KAC Melanie Milsom melmilsom@gmail.com 

1CT Lis Preston tone.rogo@outlook.com 

1KZ Nancy Eyers nancy.eyers@gmail.com 

1CD Priya Powell powell.mayers@gmail.com 

1KC Megan Moore duncandmeg@yahoo.com.au 

2JG Kellie Brett kellietoohey@hotmail.com 

2ML Emily Luck emilyluck@gmail.com 

2TD Susie Dimovski susie.dimo@gmail.com 

3TM Lena Turvey lena@productiveproperty.com.au 

3RT Sally Hawkins sallyjoyhawkins@gmail.com 

3WL Jillian Kaleb jkaleb@y7mail.com 

4HH Georgie Kelley georgie.kelley@gmail.com 

4LR Cath Kelaher cath@kelaher.org 

4KS Mahani Taylor mahani_taylor@yahoo.com.au 

5KL Louise Morgan nick@nmphotos.com 

5RW Belinda James belindafjames@gmail.com 

5LM Tracey Carson traceycarson08@gmail.com 

6RD Rachel Middleton r_middleton@icloud.com 

6DJ Victoria Holland victoriaholland@iinet.net.au 

6JW Volunteer required  

 

  



 

School Banking News 
 
School Banking continues in Term 3. School Banking provides a fun, interactive and engaging way for students to 
learn about money and develop good saving habits. School Banking is also great fundraiser for our school. Our 
school receives $5 from the Commonwealth Bank when a student makes their first ever School Banking deposit and 
5% on every deposit made through the school (to a maximum of $10 per individual deposit). 
 
A quick reminder that banking is completed on Wednesday, with books returned to students at the end of the week. 
If you have any questions, or suggestions, email Ali at alicebourke@yahoo.com 
 
If you have 10 or more tokens, please choose a reward and return your reward selection with your bank book on 
banking day.  If you are unsure how many tokens you have pop us a note and we will let you know. 
 
School Bankers still have time to complete 15 deposits and make it into the draw for the National School Banking 
competition. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 


